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CHAPTER XYV
TRUTH OR FALSESHOOD?
. Miss Ballantyne's face was a study.
Astonlshinent, hops, and fonr struggled
for expression. Rutherford, howaver,
_after the firat instant's amazement, was
 keen to Investigate the claim of this new-
' comur Lo bolng the accredited ngent, 7 htre
wera altogether too many unexpacted
.~ thingns taking place In the involved tnngie
of pnecklnce and buckla for him 1o allow
this meeting to go uninvestigated, He
_ glanced over his shoulder to see \f Held-
erman were raturning, but without result,

£ He looked this newcomer ovey gravely,

and the man returned hin gaze In an
aven more searching mann#r, thanks to
the thick glasses.

“Have you something to prove that you
-are Jerome Lecler:?” Cralg asked wiln
" hiw usual directness of spedch,

*Theae,"

The strangoer I five newspaper clip-
plngs on the table. They Were the no-
tioes that Rutherford had inseried in il'"

- Canadian papors. By thely side he placed
tha original of Cralg's typowriten de-
perlption of the girl, And other papers of
identification,

T might mention that T am fully em-
powered L0 carry out the provisions Ll
the |ate Cieoffrey Ballantvne's will in the
matter of—the Dblue buckle™ T soid
briskly,

“Oh!*" Mies Ballantyne morely breathed

" the exclamation; but it showed that she
L was vidnly trying to reconcila this man's
elalm to credence with the linancler's pre-
tensions,

Rutherford could follow her thought, a=
‘he was going over in hie own mind the

I'to the effect that you live alone

I tn the very
'lhut youl are practienily oe
| nlly smtranged

wa hive }ull hid A momewhat diaguieting
navanture, And 1L has mads e forKst my
manners. '’

The lnwyer aceepted the apologlen Ana
the proffered seat

“You have come proepared with vour
proofs, Misa Ballantena?' ha sald, tom-
Ing to the polnt with a pronpiness which
reommed habltual

“"Yeo, mir; they are all hore—the mar-
riags certiffoate of my (ather and mothar,
some family portralts, the cartiftcate of
my birth, my baptismal record; 1 have
oven brought momme marit-records from my
early achool days, w0 that jyou might
be quite sure.'*

Miss Ballantyne had opened =a
Ienther big Wwhich looked ks & musle
enne before the lawrer, or agent, as he
had callsd himeelf In his correnpondance
8ha had cearcled 1t heesnlf, refusing the
offer of beth Cralg and the waller to
rellave her of It when they eniered the
dining room,

Rukssin

The lawyer ran through the documents I
| with A quick and mn'-n. ad eye.

“Very good, I think,” he sald approv
Ingis. **1 must make a fow notes to comns-
pars with records In our offlce And,
Mins Bnllaptyne, it Is pecessary— 1 wm
neting exactly accoarding
tlonn net down in the will of & decenned
¢llent, you underatand—it Ia necessary for
yout 1o furnish aMmdavit that sou live
nlone,'

Misn Ballantyne weemed entiraly
turbad by this sirange conditlon,
Rutherford heard 1t with dismay,

“8o0 1 have undarstood, Mr, Leclers*
sha replied “You mny not Know the
reasoh for siich m provislon, bhut my uncle,
Geoffrey Ballantyne, did my father un
Irreparable wrong In life, nnd now sesks
this maans to prevent him from vemnining
his property and, what (& denrer, s
reputation,

Tha girl's face glowed In her enthusias-
tle doefenea of her father, bBut the lawyer
was Impassive and attended sirictly o
the business In hand.

Yoiur ean furniah ma with the requirgd
proofa™ he wald,

“*Cartiinly.'" she replisd, with an assy
arice to which Cralg llstened with grow-
ing perplexity.

“Are they with thess papers?'’
yer asked, Indienting the leather bag

“They are.” ahe nnawersd, turning
Aeftly to the desired document

T see,” nodded the lawyvepr., “AfMldavita
-thnt ix,
father or

THOEE
but

that you do not live with your
he with you."

"Yen. I do not suppnie
oxclides my maold."

Rutherforda stared st
Burely shs must know
tering deliberate falsencod—yet her face
was the very mirror of Innocence, Hhe
must have forgotten that he had heard

such affidavit

Mjsa Ballantyne
that she wans ut-

| her father'a volee In the West 1ith street
| houss not once but twiee

tnd baen
on the
be-

of

e
denfod an invitation to the houxe
night of thofr vislt to the lttle enfe
entige of her father—and  beonsse
romething ¢lse—p mystery that he could
not fathom,
The Inwyver
mora clomely
“¥ou undarstand,

WhAa cxominins
than the
Miss Ballantyvie, that
I nm concerned only with your fultllment
of the conditlons of this remaridible will
latter I must be canvineed
wlod—piotus-
-physleally separnted from

ihiz papear

Glthers

your father.''

T will lenve that paper or any
with you, Mr. Leclerc. You will 1ind sijso
In the packet an afidavit from my father
In which he gwedrs that we have never
lUved under the rams roof sincs coming
to. this country—"

to the Instruc- |

| tnehed to the smugeled neckines,

| Heldarmui' thint nftern

the lnw- |

sinmniing It hurt Mim like a aharp
wound to hemr her make guch an Astound.
g statement o P08 tnnn withgut relsing
her voicn or o much ng tie Mutter of an
Biellil, IHow oould s#hie expect him to
balieve Wy wftar (Ris? Bt without the
flsfter of un ayelid whie glanesd enuclly at
Oralg—and there wan o challenge bn her
iianoe, Tt was as though sha anld—"1
am dolng thin, Mr. Ruthesrford, net vou."
Sha turned baok to Leclare

“You will fnd alne. sha snlg slowly,
AN afMidavit from me covering speciile-
nlly il pereons who have entersd my
hame, You will find the aMdavite af the
manager arnd the clark of the Hotal Mano-
lith.  They will prova te you that my
father regimtered theare exmctly 6 mine
uten after ha wan tnroukh with the ots-
1ome ofMlenrs Al tha dock wWhera LHS
Gothio Innded and (hnt ha han Jived thers
over alhes, spending enoh night wnd most
of avery day at that hotel™

Rutherford #ald no more and withdraw
hin sytn from the girl-though she Aid
not withdraw hee eyer from him Him
wonld have been uneasy had he Knowgn
that thess evern were lntghtne nt him He
lenned back In s ehalr, asyving himssif
in =tudying the menn onrd, e Prmonm-
bered distinetly the events of thnt fArst
ormwded dayv o hnd hoenrd her father
In tha West 10th street houss not Inter
than an hour after he Wimsel! had left
the dovk, Knowing the susplelon at-
e wan
rertain that Mr. Bollantyne wounld have
hatd & Ionger soance with the customs of-
feers than ha himeelf OFf rourme, the
presanee of tha necliines In Bie awn pockot
had dashtless resultod In an L
eape for AMe. Ballantyne: Bt certidnly ha
rolld nat have finished with them, konas
nerogs town nnd registarard nt the Mono-
Hth apd then gotlen dowmtons to Went
10t dtreant agnln in lens than nn kour!
Crale -4-1:1- refuge from this stag-
nering  welght of ovidence by puzsling
ARAIN over Phiv 1iAx neeted Bnprarancs of
it Than e gud-
romamberad that the bankar had
Ately hrought up the sublect of the
that first mesting on #hip-

eariier

deanly
Avlihes
Iia B

board

kie on

Tidke a Mash It occurred to Cealg tiat
Halderman's Interest in It and thnt of
Misa Arany might he fdentionl! Ha did
nat recudl having seen them tneethor om
the Gothlo: but the Hanker might have
met and mingled with many possengers
unknown to Wim, Tt would be gquite nato-
ral that Misa Arany, evidently » for-
eigner, should have tested hor clolm to
the buckle In the hands of this bintant
financier, whoes queer connactions abrand
had bronght him to her attentlon.  Hel-
dermen might well have heard of the
meeting this afternaon through the sly |
Bophle, and have come in person to nee

| what the Ballanivne factlon weore dolneg

to autwit lily ellent Tt san n elover Hi-
tie ruse and hnd worked ndmlrably
"I omust examine and verify thesa'™ o
werved the Inwyer. "It will thke
ter part of a weok."
“And  then — 7' (hae
igerly loaning forwprd,
kling with excltement
“ft'n Fridoy of this
nge It by thnt time'" snid
Ing through his thick
he hnd anly now diseny
and charm In this new
at 3 o'elock in the
“Heore™* she Nnlehed,
awnit the alow speech of the man at law.
UNo=nt thea offlues of my corresponds
ents, Cawen, Covington & Brown, 3 Nas-
kit stront, Wil you undertiks to pilet
Mis= Ballantyune downtown?' ha asked,
tirning to Rutherford

the Haot

el nuestioned

hor over apap-
wrrk<If I ran man-
Lnclore, [ooke-
o5 an though
it 0 humanness
ellont,  “*Mesl me
nfrnrnoon
ton dmpntiant 1o

| the dooy

vou expant ma to understond

"' mr.lmtluhﬂlhiawbla b}
thera ™ ke mald, fatly, ¢
shall makes nots of tha address and will
#ond a enr around for Miss Ballantyne"

AN he weribbled, Miss Ballantyno loaked
Avlekly at him. He conld fes] her glancs,
but did not meet (i

"Your addresn, Misn Ballantvns,” the
IEwyar reaueated; "In cane 1 should find
It neceamnry to changs the houe ar place
of the mereting. And one thing more-«d6
not fall 16 bring the Blos Budkie with
yorhe In it In your possession?

VI In In wnene hands, 1 shall Being 1
she rapliod,

An hn wrote dowh her address with
careful procigion, she sald, timidiy:

"You have asked me navaral questions,
Mr. Leclere. Now may [ ask you one?'

Ha pesrsd down Into the eager, up-
turmed face with a enlmness that was lit-
tle ahort of amazing 1o Rutherford,

UCertainly=—though I may not ba at
liherty ta answer (£™

"Yau hava the other bhlus buocklat'

“Not with me” was the Jawyer:lika
raply.

“You have reen (1T You remember how
it looka?™ Mins Ballantyne leaned for-
ward, clagping and unclasping her hands,
In the effort to mubdus her excliement

YPansibly,” rejeined Leclere

“Tell mo the Inscription on 1t, plenss

It was n command rathar than an ene
treaty, mads with all tha bawildering
appenl that womanikind hus known how
to ure sines the world Wan young: but
tha pressnt man of bualnesa and cautlon
wan unshaken,

“1a thors an Ingeription on LT ha par«

ried
Mins tack In

fiallaptyne leaned Her

Lehnle with o Ntle slgh of dleappolntment,

Bhe hnd read the lawyor's determination
te glve her no information, Leclero took
advontnge of the enrulng Mience Lo gather
up hin papets and sny gobd by,

After he had departed, Cralg waltsd o
moment for lier to speak—perhaps to offer
pome expinnntion=biut sha only passad
her hand neross her eyew, ns If In wearl-
nens

“Nou nra
| mald, "Come,
noon for you

“Thank yaun*
Inke toward the fooy,

Inllnn of thought.
ttn nestated her Into the eab, and wan

1 the point of ¢losing the door upon her,
rmtl giving her address to the Arlver,
PV hy—nren't you coming T’ aho asked,
Al IIHNI it of her hrown study,
Thank you, no" e anawered,

Lipad, Miss Ballantyne,'” ha
it hits been a taxing aftor-
Lot ma enll n cab”

pho fnld. rlsing and walk-
in ohvious pracoou«

turning

Hor small gloved hand war suddenly
Inled upon hix, as it rested on the il

T wish vou \rnn1~1"'

“'m morry, BHut-

1 whall Ih!nk—-\nu nee not plonsed with
me—that yoau have been thinking unkind
things about me!” And there was the
siiron of tenrs In her eves

Hutherford was not meased with her,
bt was st leas pleased with himself.
Witheutl another word ha entered the c nh,

The girl glaneed timidly at him, onee
or twice, and geging that he was not din-
poged to epeak, #he mide 0 hrave offort
ts hegin  the eonverantion. Her llips
parted uncertalnly with a forced little
taugh: nnd har volee waa not quite stoady
ne mha pald

“Po vou know, Mr,
in rominda me of?—why, of that
togother from the
mpyself upan you wnd
much glumme!

what |
firat

Rutherford,

'nn]\
foreed
glum—oh,

rif 'u wn
wlhith
VOl O Wers vepr
than you nte todny!™

Crale ginheed swiltly at her, and saw
that har moek-banter wns employved n
rallova the tenaenesn of the situation
thnt she was fighting hard for self-con-
trol. Ha folt again n Brant, overmasiar.
Inz kympathy far this slender girl fight-
Ing n man's battle ngalnsr sueh heavsy
odie. Bhe wan pitted neainst olever, nn-
principled men and resourceful  women:
nnd Ke. her oms malnetay, had been on
the polnt of deserting har!
SOhIA, ehvild!” he whispered, “hoaw can
-Whon you
do not tell mge alll™

TYou've hieen g0 good {0 me—Lo Use,
Me. Rutherfard! Tt hurts me ta fapl that
vou—yotr think (11 of me—and T cannot

“Y eannot tell you'
"'rrun t shall puspend

you on ”
"You huvn Judged me aiready!

"'!grhm 1 ahall paverss the deciaion until
<Ahall wa WAy tomorrow e
‘f‘lh that s too soon'’
Ut you expialn thén,” he announced,

“What In the—firet thing—you want me
{6 expIRIn?" ahe mekod, very 1w,

"Iow can yoiir Tathar have & dus 1| ;v-r-
monality=oAn bs in two placea al anee!

¥ia did not want to acouas het, In 80
many Wwords, of falsehood: and now in-
wtand of ofineing undar his Implied ac-
cantion, mha meraly laughsd, Looking
nt her ha falt all Aeslre to croas. examing
Ala awny within him, and Instead & man-
Iike eagerness to make the moat of his
apportunity with this provoking bit of
femininity.

“Mign—— whal other nama have yoil
herida Wihelmina?' ha asked, Ilaying
Kis hand upon thn lttle gloved dhe by
hin nlde,

ditathar calls ma Billls," she anawared,

CE{e, DIs, BilA he whispered, and
wilh every utteranca of the snucy 1HEtls
nAma he drew noarer to her,

AL thia moment ths ¢nb rtopepd.

“Look, wa're home, and thora's Sophla
out In frant, 1'm gind she returned befare
T dia.”

They had, In fact, Arawn up in front
of the Wast 10th sirest house, Thea mald
winn Just going up the stepn, savidently
from an afternoon oul. Rutherford, pro-
vaoked, assiated hir companion to alight,
and =sha ran up the glalr= to glve Fome
instFuetionn te W mnld,  The Intiar
glanoad areund furtively st Rutharford
befors uniockine the door aml going In

“Miga Billle, U'm coming in'* annolneed
utherfasd In n voles which indleated
that he meant to carry out hin Intention,
“I have gomethitng Important to say.'’

AMinn Ballantyne made no protest, for
o meemed to see that It wonld e tise-
lithearford cama In
AMademniealle, thie telepheéns has
long!" sld the mald, eom-
“Shnll T anawer

Mumt until
sha

lens,
Eily,
been ringing
i hnele to et thefm.
I, Yox?!!
“No, 1
mintresy
She want upstalrs,

will answer, Sophie,' sald her
prd Clraig followad,
The hell wae, Indecd, ringing with a
long-drawn Innistency that suggested It
had beon doing so for a long while,

Mins Ballantyne took the recelver, and
at the Nest words sha turned pale.

“Walt 'n moment.'” she spld to
other person: “Mr. Rutherford s
Tell lm, please!”

Rutharford was by her side. Her volce
told him that something had happened,
She held out the receiver to him.

“Walt!” he whispared, and he tiptoed
auistly back and closed the door. "Who
I It he enfd, returning.

"Father," she answered.

“Hello, Mr. Rutherford!”™ the voica
called.  *T dislikind to alarm my daugh-
ter unnecestsarily, but 1 have reason to
belfeve that same persons, one of them a
man, vigited the rooms there, this nfter-
noon.'*

“Where

“Yen''

“Dn von know who thay wera?’

tha
here,

here?**

ship= |

“I heard & mnan's volea nnd a woman's
volee, T «idn’t recognlze the Iatter, but
the man wns Heldermnan,”

“SWhat! Haelderman!"

“You, 1 conlrdn't pessibly he mistaken
in his volee. [ heard him plainiy.*

“The woihinn couldn’t have been the
muld hera?" Rutherford spoke low Inte
the transmitter, “'‘Perhaps she was ex-
pinining  her  mistress®  absenca 1o
caller.””

“Nonpense!" petarted Mr, Ballantyne,
patiemtly. I know HSophie's volee, of
course, It was another woman.

“"Weren't you here?" Cralg Inquired,
hluntly,

"They
buekle,™

ahout-—-the
aevading

blue
hin

were  tnlking
the Aanswnr cnme,
guestion, apparaently
“About what time?"
“Hetween a quorter nafter 6
Pkt

Rutherford glinced at his watch, Tt
wnn six-fifteen

and half.

alk

!-nnld wonuld be out, t

Lok hare, Miss mme
fl;tlmr must hive
nitarnoot, In thin o
nelt-name ront with you!."“ o
nan Accusing finger nt her,

YOl 16!l He——fia—n

::"nn't Rlary (o mal"

Mira Ballaniyne pavs
miralght, very nngry ulnnTo
out of the room WIth tha
fended princean,

with me at ths TitsCariton
%‘: m Heldérman thers  Are you
sural
Thera waa no reply, Heidently the eon-
nectlon wan out off, or Ballantyna hed noe
more (o may. Rutherford Hung up the 1a:
celver nnd turned ta the girl 8Bhe haa
followed the datalle from WM Balf of the
conversntion.
oIt Mr. Heldarman  was here'  ahs
whizpered, "ha must h'\\'a etma dirpotly

hers aftar leaving un'
wAml e must have known that your
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Clothes can be washed in cool

or lukewarm water, and COmg

out sweeter and cleaner, th

half the usual hard
work.

will convince you that the
Fels-Naptha way is not only
the easiest, but the best
way to do your work. .

Our new product

Fels=-Soap Powder
It's new, it's sweet, it's a wonder worker.
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OR the past three weeks we have been pub-
lishing these lines: “An Immediate Order
Will Secure Earlier Delivery."

F

The Inttvr tookk n memorendum  hopk

. whele of Heldarmnn's conversation. He "Mire Bullantyrne!™" prevent it—vet!"
fromn his pocket and coanitilied ita prges

14 wen how nmnblguous |t was—how | Rutherford could not S
mmnclﬂnn he had led Mise Ballnntyne ausallaia | Yot! What an 301 menn by that?
nto admitting the obifect of theip mect- | ° - . . : =
" fng I wan entirely probable that Helder.
man had anly made use of his wits—
shrawd, keen wits seemingly endowed
with a woman's Intultion and & business
L man's tralned logle—te say the very
things which would draw hla hearerg out, |
How well he had succesded, Rutherford
was only too ready to admit, with a Tue-
il shake of the head, He had certainly
found out why they ware thees
“You say you were toll that we von'd
not mee ¥aul b onee? Cridg asked,
*Yes, that ¥you wers en=ngal with some |
one. but would be at Ielsure I a few
minutes, The boy eame and told me, only
Just now, that you could sec me' Thera
was a falnt sugzesllon of Impatlence Ini
Leclerc’s volce. He &till remalned stand-
ing, papers In hand.
The two seated at the table lonked nat
sach ather asknnce,
It was a clever schome!"
Cralg.
‘Do you belleve that—he arranged It—
L 1o And out about the buckle?' she ganped
“Precisely.”
b “But how &id he know that we waers
tto be here?' she questioned as much to
herself a5 to him. “No ons could pos-
 Bibly have known about It, excopt your
nan and my mald,”
“Gooley is trustwerthy,”

represe the X “Your daughter wam not here then.

-»Thn\ru’
|
|

Very Soon We Must Say—

An Immediate Order
is Necessary to Secure
Delivery This Season

exclnimed

This is not a boast, but a condition.

0,000 Gone 1n a Jiffy

Not Half Enough King Albert Spoons

B horty. Everybody loves a Hero. All England did honor to the

QL JOR know how T trust Sophls,” _ . intrepid Captains of the German Emden and Bluecher.
et hat aid not may T utherford - NG SN So, America and the whole world honor Albert.

B a1t Lo ae to bl That's why on Saturday everybody in Philadel-

phia and vicinity—it would seem—wanted a

King Albert Spoon as a memorial to hand

down to posterity or send to friends.

aat tones.

i HOh, ¥ am »o sorry. Mr, Leciere! Miss
Blnl.numn cried, rising 1o  lier feet.
0 “Pleass do sit down!”

400 Department, Jewelry, Hardware and

Drug Stores can supph' you today — not

with mere “souvenirs”—but with SXXR

Wm. A. Rogers Heirlooms, “Horse-

" Rutherford reddensd. as he sprang up
® mnd helped the man draw & chalr close

shoe Brand” Quality, that will last
from generation to ;,cneratmn‘

" to the tadle
© I beg your pardon, sir.
e —p—— ———
_ RERORTS
beautiful, heavy silver Spoons
with a plain bowl,
standardized fin-

__ Wildwoad, N. J.
ish, for table

use.

Neither the Cadillac Motor Car Company nor the

sald  Cratg, Automobile Sales Corporation has the slightest desire
to be or appear snobbish.

The demand for the Eight-Cylinder Cadillac is

already country-wide. The Cadillac factory can

make only so many cars this year. Of these we will

get our share and no more.

Users of the Eight-Cylinder Cadillac are everywhere
telling of and demonstrating the wonders of this car.
They declare it to be not alone the best car at about
$2000, but the best car at any price.

The truth ls,

20,000 More “King Albert”
Heirloom Spoons Have Arrived

Get yvour Heirloom at once, of

the nearest dealer, 25¢ each. How

valuable toduy would be an Heirloom

Spoon of Penn, Franklin, Girard, Wash-

ington, Lincoln, Grant and other Great
Heroes, especially if made in the very midst

of their fame! Think how precious will be the
King Albert Heirloom Spoon after the war is
over! Order one for each child!

150';, Better Than Standard

Standard silver plate 15 40 pennyweight of silver per

gross on 187 nickel base. Wm. A. Rogers' Belgian Hero
Heirloom Spoons are 100 Pennyweight Pure Silver per gross

on 215 mnickel silver metal. Read the guarantee wrapped
around every genuine Heirloom Spoon and note three things
on the back of each spoon—the name of Wm. A. Rogers, the
“"Haorseshoe" trade-mark around the Rogers “R" and the symbol

SAXR.

N

The motoring season is about to begin. There is due,
right now, a general awakening to the new possibilities
in motoring embodied in this car. And just as surely
will the demand for it exceed existing facilities for
production.

King Albert

"Of all the heroes of this
enormous war who will live
in the memory of man, one of
the purest, one who can
never be loved enough, is the
great young King of my little
country, At the decisive hour
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Therefore, be wise in time—
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them through high-class dealers at 25¢c to demonstrate still more clearly the superior-
ity of Wm, A, Rogers' "Horseshoe Brand” Table Silver
Order King Albert Hpooos of Your
dealer and place ordn‘p?:r tha olhar

Wm. A. Rogers “King Albert” Heirloom Spoons
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